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The village of Haynes lies between the A600 and west of the A6 in the county of Bedfordshire. It is 7 
miles from the county town of Bedford to the north and 3½ miles from the market town of Shefford to 
the southeast.  
The Parish of Haynes comprises the dispersed hamlets of Deadman’s Cross, Northwood End, Silver 
End, Church End and West End. At the heart of the village are Silver End and Northwood End, with 
Deadman’s Cross ¾ miles to the east and Church End 1½ miles to the southwest. Church End is a    
designated Conservation Area and is dominated by the 18

th
 century Haynes Park Mansion. It is also 

home to the Parish Church of St. Mary’s, which is of medieval origin dating back to 1150. West End is a 
further 1½ miles to the west of the A6. 
Information about the history of Haynes Parish starts in the Doomsday Book where it is referred to as 
Hagenes, a derivation of the Anglo-Saxon word for ‘enclosure’, but from which the word ‘hedges’ was 
derived. Hagenes became Hawnes and eventually Haynes. 
Our local heritage includes “The Grange Room” from Grange Farm. Fine pine panelling from a banquet 
room in the farm is now at the V&A Museum in London. Huge oak beams from Chicksands Wood were 
used to support the Lantern Tower of Ely Cathedral and the “Haynes Hoard” of Roman coins and other 
artefacts are in Bedford Museum. 
Today Haynes is classified by Central Bedfordshire Council as a “large village”, with the population           
recorded at just under 1200 at the last census in 2011. In addition to the Anglican Church, there is a 
Methodist Chapel built in 1874 and a Baptist Chapel, which dates from 1735, but was rebuilt in 1934. 
Other community facilities include the Village Hall built in 1975, a playing field and children’s play area, 
the timbered Mission Hall in Northwood End Road, dating from 1899, and Haynes Lower School and 
Pre-school at Foresters Close. It also supports a shop, a Post Office, the local pub ”The Greyhound”, a 
farm shop and a small business community at Appley Corner. 
Haynes remains essentially rural in nature with farmland covering a significant part. It is crossed by          
elements of the Greensand Ridge Walk and the Bunyan Trail. There is much in Haynes Parish worthy 
of conservation and environmental protection. 
Residents of Haynes are proud to enter the village for judgement by the Anglia in Bloom team for the 
first time. 

Introduction 
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 Village Map of Haynes 
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Community Garden project -  A2, A3,A5, C1,C3 

A - Horticultural Achievement 

The survey of residents of Haynes in the summer of 2016 as part of the development of the Parish 
Plan, included a section on Conservation, Farming and the Environment. This was a popular section in 
the survey, with the majority of people identifying the environment as very important. The most popular 
requests were for better maintenance of hedges and grass areas and the creation of a village green/
Community Garden (38.6% of respondents ranked these most important). 

Consultation events were held to gather ideas and a competition launched for children to design a  
flower bed.  

On the 8th January a presentation was made to Haynes Parish Council, the plans were endorsed and 
work could begin! The location, adjacent to the children’s playground at the village hall, appeared to be 
the only viable site. 

Working groups of volunteers met for a ‘Community dig-in day’ on May Bank Holiday and the following 
weekend more volunteers arrived, having seen that something was happening!  Tasks taken on by         
volunteers were the partial removal of the hedge either side of the gateway and removal of the scrub 
from the base of the remaining hedge and the existing trees.  Current jobs completed to date are         
digging of flowers beds and the relaying of the turfs on the verge . The garden is a work in progress 
and is expected to evolve over the next couple of years. Mid-July sees the commencement of the  hard 
landscaping, when the path and circle are laid. 

 

 Children's Garden  

Competition 2018 

 Site meeting October 

2017 
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9th May 2018 

Community Garden Dig in Day Bank Holiday Monday 28th May 2018 

Community Garden Project continued  -  A2, A3,A5, C1,C3 

Olivia aged 7 said       

“this is better than          

riding on my bike” 

A- Horticultural Achievement 
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Community Garden Project Continued  
   

    - A2, A3, A5, C1 ,C3                          

 

 

Saturday Working Party 2nd June  2018 

9th May 2018 

A- Horticultural Achievement 



6 

 A- Horticultural Achievement 

Playing Field 2018 

North Lane 2018 

Church End  Spring 2018 

 

 View from Church 

End 2017 

Northwood End Road  

Pathway to Allotments 

2018 

Poppies from Great 

Lane July 2017  

View from Church End                  
June 2018 

 
Numerous areas at all Ends of the village have been planted with spring bulbs. Four new containers 

were first planted at our village shop/PO last summer, replaced with winter planting and now again with 

summer bedding 2018.This was also the case with a large metal container at Hill Farm. A new wooden 

trough, made by Young Offenders as part of a community Reparations Project, is being positioned         

below the Festival of Britain sign, which will be filled with bedding plants in June.  

A new flowerbed at the Churchyard has been planted and maintained by Connie. 

Numerous resident’s gardens in the village are very attractive, and even have planting outside their 

own boundaries, which can be enjoyed by passers-by. 

  Public Areas-A3 



7 

 A- Horticultural Achievement 

Pilgrims Cottage June 2018 

 Residential Areas - A3 

View of a garden Church End 2018 

Garden in Northwood 

End Road  June 2018 

Garden in Northwood 

End Road  June  2018 

Property Standalone Warren 

June 2018 

Garden in 

Church End 

June 2018 

Howard Close Garden                      

June 2018 
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 A- Horticultural Achievement 
Haynes Allotments and Leisure Gardeners Association 

(HALGA) -A3 

 
In the latter half of 2013, Central Bedfordshire Council agreed to release a 0.5 ha plot of land behind 

The Greyhound public house for use as allotments in the village.  This land was to be leased to The 

Parish Council who would then sub-lease the area to HALGA.  In October of 2013, the position of 

the plot was marked out using orange marker stakes in what was then a wheat stubble field – see 

Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.  Allotment plot boundaries as originally marked out in October 2013 - photograph 

taken on 3
rd

 October 2013 just after the marking out had been completed. 

Once the plot had been handed over to The Parish Council in November of 2013, work started to: 

• Cut back the trees and other growth around the site particularly on the left-hand side of the  

land occupied by The Greyhound where the access track to the plot had become very           

over-grown; 

• Fence the whole site with rabbit-proof netting; 

•  Install, in conjunction with Anglian Water, a water supply to the site that would be delivered to 

three dip tanks positioned on the site – see Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2.  Installation of dip tanks on the site in 2014 - thanks 

to Parish Councillor John Goodge for all his help with this and  

other  activities relating to the allotments. 

 

 

While agreements between HALGA and the Parish Council were being prepared, the HALGA        
committee set about planning the layout of the site and the marking out of plots.  A total of 22 plots 
each nominally 25 m by 12.5 m were marked out and allocated to HALGA members by drawing lots.  
In April 2014 those with plots started work on them and soon the site had been transformed from a 
stubble field to  allotments – see Figure 3  
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Plots on the site during the 

first year of “allotmenting” – pictured 

in May 2014. 
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 A- Horticultural Achievement 

HALGA Haynes Allotments continued  - A3 
 
Demand for plots has been such that for much of the time the site has been fully 
used or almost so.  One plot has been reserved for use by a disabled person but to 
date no qualifying person has requested such a plot. The site continued to develop 
with more sheds and established activities on the plots – see Figure 4. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In September 2015 HALGA held its first Produce Show and Barbeque on the allotment site.         
Exhibits were judged by our local experts (June Wheat and Markus Billington)  and Councillor       
Angela Barker donated a prize which was awarded to the person (or persons) scoring the highest 
points total for vegetable classes.  The weather was good and a successful event was enjoyed by 
all who attended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5.  Exhibits at the first HALGA Produce Show held in September 2015. 
 

In 2015 HALGA also held a plant sale on the allotments and took part in the Haynes 100 event in 
June.  A similar pattern of events was held in 2016 but the weather was less kind to us on our              
Produce Show and Barbeque Day.  In 2017 the show was moved in to the Mission Hall with the 
barbeque being held earlier in the year on the allotments site. A key feature of the show is to attract 
all gardeners in the village, so that exhibits and participation is not just from those with allotments. 

2017 Produce Show in the  

Mission Hall 

August 2014 
Figure 4.  Plots on 

the site in                                                     

June 2015. 

Figure 6.                  
Exhibits at the 
2016 Produce 
Show on the          

allotment site. 



10 

 A- Horticultural Achievement 

The Greyhound Public House May and June 2018 - A4 

Post Office & Shop -  A4 

2018 

2017 

Landlady Corrie 
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 A- Horticultural Achievement 

Hill Farm Tub  Summer 
Planting  July 2017 - A4 

 Business Area- A4  

 Team members planting new 

pots at Village Hall  in June 2018 

- A3 

 Hill Farm 
Tub  Summer 
Planting  June 

2018 - A4 

Material donated by Stephen’s Plants 

Members of the team potted on ‘Ready Plants ‘ received from Jersey Plants several weeks ago. 

These plants are ready to fill the various containers positioned within the village. Unfortunately we 

were slightly held back by the fact that on arrival, some of  these plants were in poor condition and 

had to be replaced, which caused a delay in planting out. 

In Haynes village, there is a country pub which has its own vegetable and 
herb garden to be used in the food preparation for pub meals. Local honey 
is made in the village. 
Haynes is traditionally a farming village, with arable farms now in second or 
third generation family  ownership. This means that Haynes land has con-
tributed to the food chain supplying bread and cereal makers in the East of 
England. 
In Haynes West End,  the local authority and small landscape gardeners 
supply a green waste site which is made into compost for local gardeners.  
Also in Haynes West End is a farm shop supplying  locally sourced meat and             

vegetables. On the same site is a ballet school housed in an old 
farm building. One of the equestrian sites sends manure to a  
local farmer to use on the land. At Wilstead Hill there is a bed 
and breakfast enterprise that is located in an old   piggery. A 
great way to use old buildings and keep the  character of the  
area. Nowadays, more village residents work from home which 
helps the environment and means that the local shop and post office benefits from 
increased trade. 

Gigi's Italian                  

Restaurant  

Photos taken June 2018 

Tub Planting-A3 
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Map Board by the              
church. 2014 

Four Map Boards  
indicating Rights-of-Way (e.g Footpaths 
and Bridleways) were designed and 
installed by the P3 Group and are     
located at key locations within the           
parish - for walkers etc. 

Plummers Copse (owned by The Woodland Trust) is 
also known as The Millennium Wood as it was one of the 
200 wooded areas, created around the country, in the 
year 2000. 
P3 help maintain this area, clearing the undergrowth and 
maintaining the boundary hedge; which has been                
traditionally “cut-and-laid". 

  

The Marvellous Maps and Fabulous                
Footpaths Project: This project involved the              
children from the local lower school creating a Haynes 
Map, from nature walks and observing the local flora 
and fauna. 
  

Parish Paths Partnership - B1 

The Information board for Plummers 
Copse. 2014 

Lower School children on the footpaths 
project (Marvellous Maps Project) 2013 

B -Environmental Responsibility  

2018 

Haynes West End                              

Parish Paths Partnership 
The P3 Group (Parish Paths Partnership) is a country wide initiative which 
makes use of local volunteers to look after the rights of way network within their 
Parish. In Haynes, the P3 Group also undertakes cutting the Village Hall and 
Mission Hall hedges; as well as clearing and mowing footpaths, etc. 
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The-3-Bench-Triangle Walk situated at Northwood End, passes through Plummers 

Copse, and benches on the walk have been purchased and installed by P3.These       

benches give excellent views of Haynes Park, Ancient Woodlands and the Greensand   

Valley 

The Greensand Trust aims to conserve, enhance and protect the local landscape, heritage and  
wildlife. The Greensand Ridge (a hilly escarpment) stretches across Central Bedfordshire and                       
includes all of the Parish of Haynes. 

Parish Paths Partnership continued    - B1 

 

B - Environmental Responsibility  
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 B -Environmental Responsibility  

Nationwide, Skylark numbers are falling very 
low but in the village, due to much farmland, 
numbers seem to be keeping steady. It 
would be a real shame not to hear their 
beautiful song again, a real sign of Spring. 

It’s been twenty odd years since Buzzards           
returned to Haynes and indeed Bedfordshire to 
breed. Many pairs breed in and around the           
village now and it’s not many days that you look 
up and do not see a Buzzard or two soaring 
above the village. 

Another species that seems to be making a                
comeback to the village due to the fact that more owl 
nest boxes are being erected. Fifty years ago Barn 
owls were often seen around the village but with the 
loss of habitat numbers declined, so its good to see 
them back again. 

It’s not that many years ago that you would have 
had to make a trip to Wales to see Red Kites but 
now, just like Buzzards, they are seen in the            
village daily. Unlike Buzzards that soar high above 
the village, Kites tend to fly slow and very low over 
gardens looking for food. possibly nest in Haynes 
but  there are various nest sites just out of the          
village. 

Unfortunately most people have only seen 
dead, road casualty Badgers. There are many 
Badger setts in the village and lots of people 
have them visiting their gardens, although they 
can be a bit of a nuisance if they dig up your 
lawn looking for worms and crane fly larvae. 

Most years you can see Brown Hares in good numbers 
in the fields in the village. It’s a privilege to watch a   
dozen or more Mad March Hares chasing each other 
around a field and ending up fighting and boxing and 
seeing the fur fly. 

Like the very common Muntjac, Chinese Water Deer are 
escapees from Woburn Park many, many years ago, but 
they now live and breed as wild deer. It’s only been a year 
or two since Chinese Water Deer reached Haynes, but 
they are  now seen regularly. Unlike male Muntjac, which 
have small horns, Chinese Water males have long tusks. 

Wildlife in Haynes -B1 

Muntjac in a  garden 

in Northwood End 

Rd. 
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Resource Management - B2 

Litter picking. 

Volunteers participated in 'Clean for the Queen' in 2016 and have since 
joined the 'Great British Clean Up' in March . 

Different roadside verges throughout the parish are tackled in stages over 
the designated weekend. 

Throughout the year a resident litter picks around the village 

Dog Waste Bin 

After discussions with dog walkers,  the Conservation and Environment Group negotiated the siting of 
another bin at the entrance of the footpath which passes the allotments. 

Fly-tipping 

This can be a problem and occurs mainly in gateways on roads leading out of the parish. 

Central Beds Council are contacted when necessary. 

The Four Winds Garage Industrial Estate. 

Situated in West End, a major fire occurred here in 2016.This is a complex issue 
and the environmental agency and the parish council are working hard to       
negotiate the issues arising from its redevelopment. 

B -Environmental Responsibility  

Clean up 2016   B2, C3 

Working wells 

Northwood End Rd 

June 2018  B2 

Used to water the 

gardens 

Digging manure from 

the local farm for 

spreading in new        

community garden  

May 2018  - B2 

Working well                

Silver End Rd 

 

Volunteers have cleaned the Haynes Village sign and other signage around the area from time to time. 

All benches within the village, have recently been renovated. 

Four Winds Garage 

June  2018 
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 B -Environmental Responsibility  

The Church End Conservation Area - B3 
 

The Church End Conservation Area lies astride an unclassified road, which links the A6 to the A600 
and is a very small isolated collection of buildings, situated in a pleasant and unspoilt stretch of       
Bedfordshire countryside. 

The character of the Conservation Area is based on an attractive street, but with a feeling of enclosure 
occasioned by the gentle curves in the road, the buildings and rising ground to the south, the groups of 
mature trees to the north, and the trees and hedgerows to the east and west. 

Aerial View Sept 2005                                                   Enclosure June 2018 

  Most of the buildings are on the south side of the road; all of these, bar one, were built prior to or during 
the 19

th
 century. Their form varies from detached houses to a long terrace. Some have attractive        

garden frontage, while others are close to the roadside, these two features combing to provide variety 
to the overall scene. 

Old School House June 2018          The Old House June 2018          April Cottage June 2018 

91 Church End June 2018             92 Church End June 2018            93/94 Church End June 2018 

Church End was first designated as a Conservation Area in 1971 
and the boundary encompassed all the buildings and most of the 
curtilage associated with these buildings. At that time it is believed 
it was the smallest conservation area in the country. In the 1989 
revision, the boundary was extended to include the more natural 
boundaries associated with the buildings, but in particular to              
protect the western approach to the Area. 

Map of the Conservation Area  
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There are at present fourteen dwellings and the Village Pump within the Area. Four of these, plus the 
Pump, are “listed”; the Church of St. Mary is Grade 2* and “Tudor House”, “The Old Vicarage”, “The 
Lodge” and the Village Pump are Grade 2. All of the buildings in the area, however, contribute to the 
Conservation Area’s character. 

St. Mary’s Sept 2011                      Tudor House June2018                 Old Vicarage 1987  

                     
The Lodge June 2018                     Village Pump June 2018            Pump detail June 2018 

There are important views out of the Conservation Area. The most          
significant undoubtedly is that to the north, across the shallow valley of 
Haynes Park and up towards the Mansion, a Grade 1 listed building and 
currently the British Isles headquarters of Science of the Soul, a                  
registered charity. Parts of the building date from the 16

th
 century, but 

the Earl of Granville undertook the major construction in the  early 18
th
 

century. The views to the northeast and northwest are across undulating 
countryside, which rise to the Greensand Ridge, an Area of Great           
Landscape Value. At this time some of the hedges are growing too high 
and obscuring the protected views from the area, particularly to the 
north. Efforts are being made to persuade the landowners to maintain 
these at a height which does not obscure pedestrian views. 

View of the Mansion from            
the Churchyard 

June 2018  

The Conservation Area can be approached from three                   
directions. On the southerly approach from Great Lane the 
whole southern boundary of the Area can be seen across an 
open field. Approaching from West End and the A6, one sees 
the Church and The Old Vicarage to the left and Old School 
House to the right. The tree lined road then dips down and 
curves into the body of the Area. From the easterly direction of 
Silver End and Northwood End, the Mansion is viewed to the 
right across a field and open parkland and to the left, Church 
End is seen as a wooded area with one or two buildings                
between the trees. As the road bends, a boundary of hedges 
bisected by the road provides a natural entrance to 
the Conservation Area. Entrance June 2018 

The Church End Conservation Area continued - B3 

B -Environmental Responsibility  
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 B -Environmental Responsibility  

St. Mary’s Church - B3 

The church of Haynes is first mentioned in 1150 when it was given by the Beauchamp’s to the priory of 
Chicksands on the foundation of the latter. Of the medieval church there are substantial remains. The 
most striking and earliest visible work inside the building is the South Arcade of four bays of piers and 
double chamfered arches dating from c.1300 and the Chancel and Tower Arches of c.1350-1400.The 
Tower restored during 1986 is built mostly of local sandstone. 

The Church was mostly rebuilt in 1850 through the generosity of the Reverend Lord John Thynne,        
Sub- Dean of Westminster Abbey, who succeeded to the Lordship of the Manor in 1849 and ownership 
of Haynes Park. The North Aisle was added with its new arcade copying the earlier work in the south 
arcade. A chapel was built for the future reception of the bodies of Lord John and his wife, plus a new 
vestry, on the northeast side. The south wall was rebuilt and new widows in 14

th
 century style were  

added, together with a Rose Window, the ‘trademark ‘of the reconstruction architect Henry Woodyear. 
The Nave received a new oak roof adorned with carved detail picked out in colour. The present pews 
were put in at that time as well as the Pulpit, made of Caen stone from Normandy.  

In the Chancel, part of the north wall was demolished and a parclose screen constructed between the 
chancel and Lord John’s new chapel .A new East Window was also inserted and the floor covered with 
medieval style Minton tiles. 
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The whole Chancel was redecorated with an overall pattern of stencilled motifs, freehand paintings and 
religious texts and the chancel ceiling was adorned with angels and gold stars. The organ with its       
colourful pipes was awarded a certificate by the British Institute of Organ Studies. It is now listed in the 
Institute’s register of historic pipe organs as being an instrument of importance to the national heritage 
and one deserving careful preservation for future generations.    

The Thynne Chapel was redesigned in 1868 by George Gilbert Scott, a prolific architect who designed 
many iconic buildings including St. Pancras Station and the Albert Memorial. The alabaster effigy of        
Lady Ann Constantia, Lord John’s wife, was by Henry Armstead who also worked on the Albert            
Memorial. The bodies of Lady Ann and Lord John who died in 1881, lie in a vault beneath the chapel. At 
the east end of  the South aisle, a vault containing the remains of the Carteret family, Lords of the          
Manor and resident at Haynes Park from the 17

th
 century until 1849, when Lord John inherited the         

estate from his uncle, the 2
nd

 creation 3rd Baron Carteret. Also in the South Aisle, adjacent to the South 
Door is the Font dating c.1400. 

St. Mary’s Church continued- B3 

B -Environmental Responsibility  

All photographs with the exception of 1 & 3 (June 2018} were taken in September 2001  

Queen Victoria is said to have knelt on the celebrated Haynes Cloth of Gold at the time of her                    
coronation in 1837. The cloth was given to Lord John in recognition of his services as chamberlain at 
the ceremony and he presented it to St. Mary’s in later years. It can be seen decorating the Altar on  
important occasions. 

The bell tower was built in the 14th Century out of the local sandstone and as the oldest bell was hung 
in 1350 it can be assumed a lone bell was rung. 
Three further bells were added in the 1600s to complete a ring of four bells. Records indicate that by 
1949 the 300+ year old timber frame was decayed with rot and woodworm, beyond repair  and likely to 
fall into the Church, so after much surveying and deliberation suggestions were made to replace  the 
frame and add two more bells to make a ring of six, but ultimately only the frame was replaced with the 
four original bells. 

The Bells at Saint Mary’s - B3,C3 
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 B -Environmental Responsibility  

The Bells at Saint Mary’s continued- B3, C3 
 
It was not until 1953 that a 5th bell was added to celebrate the coronation of The Queen and lastly a 6th 
bell was added in 1973 to complete a ring of six the most common number in most towers. 
By 1986 ringing was not possible as the tower was unstable but after a concerted campaign stonework 
was restored and the tower made safe. While the bells were ringable in 2000 they needed improving 
and with support from the Village and Church £16,000 was raised to modernise the bells. The metal 
frame was cleaned and repainted by our bell ringers who also helped reinstall the bells after being        
repaired with the result that we have one of the best set of bells to ring in the area. 
Our bell ringers ages range from 16 to 76 and we have recently recruited six more ringers in accordance 
with the campaign to replace the 1,400 ringers killed in the First World War. 
Our six bells are: 
Treble  Whitechapel Foundry 1973  2cwt 3qtrs 
Cast by Gillett and Johnson 1953   2cwt 1qtr 
Cast by John Knight 1627  2cwt 1qtr 
Cast by Christopher Graye 1662  3cwt 3qtrs 
Medieval bell dedicated to Mary 1350 4cwt 1qtr 
Given by Churchwardens  1658  6cwt 3qtrs 

Photos taken June 2018 

Orchard Survey   - B3  

Orchards East is an exciting project covering six counties in the east of England – Bedfordshire,             

Cambridgeshire,  Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. 

Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and  based at the University of East Anglia, they are undertaking a 

three year project to research, conserve and promote the region’s orchards, their legacy and their           

future. 

Working with local volunteers, the project will survey and record old orchard sites across the East of 

England, as well as research the social, cultural and economic history of fruit growing in the region. 

Using copies of old maps we in Haynes are surveying the village to discover what remains of the old  
orchards shown. Several of the old sites no longer exist, but some have one or two of the old trees          
remaining with new trees planted.  There are also  a few new orchards. The survey is ongoing and          
results will be published in the Parish Magazine. 
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 B -Environmental Responsibility  

Festival of Britain Village Sign - B5 
 

 To recognise the Festival of Britain held in 1951, the Bedfordshire County  Council 
uniquely decided to acknowledge the event by erecting a commemorative sign for 
every village in the County 

The sign took the form of a cream board, bearing the painted village name, with an 
enamelled metal cast of the Festival Star on the left hand side and a similar cast of 
the County Council Coat of Arms on the right hand side. Two concrete posts           
supported the sign, with the casts lying outboard of the supports.  

The Festival Star was the graphic symbol designed by Abram Games for the festival. He was one of 
twelve artists invited to submit designs to the Arts Council and the Council of Industrial Design in 1948. 
The brief requested a design reflecting a ‘summer of gaiety and good looks’. 

The logo uses the traditional red, white and blue of the Union Flag. The main design 
incorporates a profile of Britannia’s head, with crested helmet, on the North point of 
a four pointed compass rose. Games added a row of bunting flags to his first design 
concept when requested to make it more ‘festive’. 

Bedfordshire County Council also commissioned a Coat of Arms to commemorate 
the Festival of Britain and it was officially granted on the 12

th
 April 1951.The division 

of the shield in red and gold and the Swan crest is derived from the arms of the 
Beauchamps, Constables of Bedford Castle, and the leading family in the county  
after the Norman Conquest. The swan’s head crest and the wavy bar denote the 
River Ouse. The black pale charged with three escallops  commemorates the           
services of the House of Russell (Dukes of Bedford) to the County and the County 
Council and is taken from the arms of that family. The lion supporter is taken from a 
similar  supporter to the Russell coat of arms. The bull supporter stands for the   
importance of agriculture to the county. The motto ‘Constant Be’ is taken from John 
Bunyan’s hymn in ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’. It will be noted that the Bull on the           
official version is depicted in gold. However, a number of signs in the county have a 
black bull, as does Haynes. Nobody has been able to give 
us a reason as yet.  

The cost allocated for each sign by Bedfordshire County Council in 1951 was 
£10, quite a considerable amount of money in those days. 

 

 

The Haynes Parish Plan Conservation & Environment Group undertook to co-ordinate the renovation 
of the Festival of Britain sign and are indebted to the services of a talented villager, Dennis Hill, who 
undertook the repainting of the plaques and the sign writing of the name. 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

All pictures taken between June 2017 and April 2018 
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                                    Churchyard 
 
The churchyard of St Mary’s, Haynes is tended by a small band of  loyal          
volunteers - who meet for a working party once a month  throughout the year. We 

are fortunate to have help from those who are trained or experienced in the use 
of strimmers and mowers, as well as others, all of whom are able to help maintain and tidy the           
churchyard and keep it in good condition. Working parties are held on the second Saturday of each 
month and provide a good social interaction over coffee as well as work! 
 
 

The church, which dates from the 12th Century, sits away from the main village, on the Greensand 
ridge and the enclosed churchyard is a haven for the local flora and fauna.  
The Church of England has around 16,000 churches, about 10,000 of which have graveyards. Around 
6,000 are now managed specifically for their natural history interest.  From this standpoint graveyards 
became significant once they began to be enclosed and isolated - from human and animal                        
interference - around 1600. It is now recognised how valuable these ancient havens are for conserving 
and enhancing their flora and fauna - their biodiversity. And it is our responsibility to continue this.  
  

With 2018 being the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1, the Commonwealth War Graves Commis-
sion has begun a project to put up thousands of signs. In churchyards, cemeteries and burial plots 
throughout the land, the Commission is making it clear where the war graves are located. At St Mary’s 
there will be a sign saying, “at this location there are Commonwealth War Graves” - we have four- on 
the churchyard wall by the lych gate. We will have a map, inside the porch, showing the location of the 
graves in the churchyard, together with some information about those buried there. 

St.Mary's Church of England - C3 

  

January 2018 

May 2018 

May 2018 

May 2018 

April 2018 

April 2018 

May 2018 

April 2017 

May 2018 

C - Community Participation   

August 2015 

June 2018 

June 2018 

Connie’s 

shrub border 

June 2018 

The Stables         

June 2018 

Orchid June 2018 
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The eleventh Haynes Village 100 event will be held on Sunday 24th June 

2018.This event provides a unique opportunity to see over 100 Classic             

vehicles parade the 2.7 mile circuit of the village roads, part of which is open 

countryside, along with a static display and village gala. 

The event is a celebration of motoring through the last 

hundred years, the highlight of which is a "closed road" parade around the 

village. Previous events have attracted over 180 vehicles, including some 

very beautiful and rare examples. Visitors have had the pleasure of seeing 

the vehicles parade the village circuit. This, combined with the static display, 

has proved to be a unique event that has attracted a great number of      

people. 

The 2018 event will follow a similar format with exhibitors being invited to display their 

vehicles in the playing field from 11.00am, before embarking 

on the parade. Following the parade the vehicles will          

re-assemble on the playing field, providing an opportunity to 

enjoy the arena events, trade stands, stalls, pony rides and  

funfair. 

We aim to reflect the past 100 years of motoring history 

by showing examples from as many years as possible between 1918, or earlier, 

and 2018.The event is open to cars, motorcycles, light commercial and light           

agricultural vehicles, and possibly steam.  

This event is the main fundraiser for the Village Hall organised by Haynes Village 

Hall sub committee . 

Haynes Village 100 Classic Vehicle Event - C3 

C- Community Participation  

The Mission Hall - 

C3 

The Mission hall is run by 

a committee and is rented out to 

groups through the week. Groups  

include  an Art group who display 

their paintings on New Year’s Day, 

fitness, yoga, Tai chi, Messy church, 

Church services  and the W.I. The 

hall is also used for family/childrens’ 

parties, ukulele nights and wildlife 

talks.  

The committee hold social events, 
once a month which include social 
lunch, bingo, brunch and a  coffee 
and   pancakes   morning. 

The Village Hall - C3 

Haynes Village Hall is situated in Northwood End Road and 

has the children’s play area and playing field around it. 

The hall is used by many village clubs, Zumba, Pilates, choir, 

yoga, badminton, dog training, Tea and Chat, cheerleading, 

fitness group and carpet bowls. 

The hall has a Tribute Night once a month which is very            

popular. 

The hall is also used for parties, jumble sales, Christmas         

bazaar, pantomime ,dances and last year by the village school 

for their Christmas concerts. 

We are in the process of applying for a grant to introduce a 
Cinema in the hall once a month. Also, a new football team is 
to be formed, which will use the changing rooms in the hall 
and the pitch on the playing field. 
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Haynes Parish Plan- C3 
 

In December 2016, we published a Parish Plan for Haynes.  The aim of a Plan 

was to identify key community facilities and services, to set out problems that 

needed to be tackled, and to demonstrate how distinctive features can be          

preserved.  It was developed by a group of Haynes residents, guided by          

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity. Villagers came together to identify           

priority areas to inform a Parish Plan questionnaire, which was sent out to all  

village residents aged over 13 years.  The response rate was over 30%, giving 

us some excellent information to guide future development of the village. The  

final Plan set out a vision for the next 5-10 years, highlighting what we think is   

important, what features we want to preserve, and how any new developments 

might best be fitted into the village. The Haynes Facebook page and the Parish 

Magazine  are used to provide updates and publicise activities. 

November 2017 two members of the team attended Anglia in Bloom Seminar in Dunstable. 

November 2017 a public meeting was held in The Mission Hall in Haynes. This was to introduce           

residents to the idea of Haynes entering Anglia in Bloom 2018. George Dawson was the speaker, and 

we all enjoyed “ learning the ropes “ for first time entrants. The meeting was very well attended, and the 

majority seemed to favour the plan to enter Haynes this summer. 

April/May 2018 the team attended meetings of HALGA (allotments), Churchyard Working Party and WI, 
to give a short informative talk to each group about our entry and the significance of the Portfolio. Again 
this was received enthusiastically and each group agreed to write a short resume of their activities,       
including a few photographs, for our Portfolio. 

May Children at the Village School were invited to plan the planting material for a circular flowerbed in 
our new Community Garden. Unfortunately the response was rather disappointing. Only one child has 
taken up the challenge. 

Gardener’s Question Time - C3 
 

In 2011, the BBC’s Gardener’s Question Time (GQT) team came to Haynes, hosted by Peter Gibbs.  

We held the event in the village hall, with a sell-out audience.  Local organisations sponsored the event, 

so the hall was beautifully decked with floral displays. It was supported by the Haynes Allotment and 

Leisure Gardeners’ Association, but organised by a group of enthusiastic village ladies! 

C- Community Participation 

Question time 2011 

The Haynes Parish 
Plan & P3                  

Information Stall, at 
the Haynes 100 

event (2017) 



25 

 C- Community Participation 

Haynes Methodist Church - C3 

 

The Methodist Church was built in 1874 in Silver End Rd.  Sunday services are held at 6pm. 

Coffee mornings are held on Mondays and are usually a lively place to meet friends have a chat, swap 
books and enjoy a  cup of coffee.  

Throughout the year several special services of thanksgiving are held. The most recent being a           
Wesley Songs of Praise where the congregation enjoyed singing the hymns  written by Charles and 
John Wesley. In  September we will be celebrating Harvest Festival. 

On the Monday following the festival an auction of the produce is held to raise money for the upkeep of 
the church. The Harvest Festival this year will be on Sunday 30th September. 

The Methodist congregation supports several charities and the current one is the ‘Need Project’ for 
which we collect food and toiletries to donate regularly. The  food bank in Biggleswade is also supported 
with donations. A member organises a best wrapped Christmas present competition which is enjoyed by 
all and the gifts are then sent to the ‘Need Project’. 

 

Volunteers serve Afternoon 

Teas on Sundays               

throughout                                     

July and August 

Photos 2017 

 

May 2018 June 2018 

Harvest festival 

2017 

St.Mary’s Church  - C3              
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Poster and   
Letter from HPC 
Congratulating 
Villagers for 2

nd
 

Prize 

C- Community Participation 

The Women’s Institute (WI) – C3 
 

Haynes has a thriving branch of the WI which was formed in 1939. In 1965, the branch chronicled the 
life of the village for a year and entered the resultant document for a national WI competition. Although 
highly commended, the Haynes document was deemed to be too professional, even though it was           
collated by a local resident. It should probably have won the national competition. Below are extracts 
from that document which are relevant to the Anglia in Bloom ethos. This book is now held in the          
Bedfordshire County Archives 
 

“ GARDENING IN HAYNES 
 

Gardening is much enjoyed in the Village. As everywhere, the gardeners have their problems; the heaviest and 
the lightest soils are to be found and only those who understand there different capabilities grow the most        
successful plants. 
The main part of Haynes lies on the brow of a hill which is “capped” in various places by a deposit of boulder clay, 
the remainder of the parish is mainly on the Greensand Belt. On the clay deposits the soil is cold, fairly alkaline 
Ph 7.2. The texture of the soil can be improved by working in manure, compost, peat and soot. 
   Parts of Church End, Standalone Warren and West End lie on sandy soil, drainage is excellent and there is little 
hard panning. Moisture can be retained with the addition of various forms of humus. The lime hating plants thrive 
in this soil and there are many fine specimens of rhododendrons, azaleas and heathers. 
In both soils apples, plums and soft fruit grow well and it is not unusual for a cottage garden to yield a heavy crop 
of fruit. 
    The woods, meadows and heathlands provide an abundance of wild flowers. Children have collected and 
pressed many species of flowers for our Scrapbook such as Primroses, Cowslips, Violets, Orchids, Daisies,  
Bluebells, 
Yellow Rattle, Clover, Dandelions and Cow Parsley.  ” 
  
“ The Daffodil Show 
The Village in the past had a Daffodil Show every year and was for a few years the only Village in Bedfordshire to 
have one. It was run by Mr. and Mrs. Neale and with many WI members entering and winning prizes, also helping 
with refreshments. ” 
    
“ The Farms 1965 
Many leading Seedsmen in the County contract with local farmers to grow specialised seed crops of wheat,          
barley, oats, clover, kale and sugar beet. Haynes has one of the highest percentage cereal yields in the country, 
consisting of wheat, barley and oats. 
On 20 th September, 31acres of Brussels Sprouts were auctioned on behalf of Mr. Taylor. These plants were 
ready for picking and were sold in approximately 10 acre, 9 acre and two 6 acre lots and realised an average of 
£45 per acre. 
 The yield on all crops grown in the village has been good. This year the growers have adopted the practice of 
packing potatoes in paper bags and sprouts in nets. They are not returnable and labour saving but the extra cost 
has to be borne by the farmers. 
 Once a boy is 13 years old he is permitted to drive a tractor but not on the public highway. During the 1965             
harvest it was common to see boys waiting at the end of a farm drive having brought an empty loader by tractor to 
the main road.  “ 
 
 

“ INSECTS 1965 
Flies and insects seemed more numerous than ever this year. By contrast there were fewer bees, although for a 
brief spell in the autumn there were vast quantities of wasps. 
Many species of moths and butterflies were on the wing from May onwards. The Meadow Brown, Red Admiral, 
Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock being particularly prolific. It was quite common to see as many as six butterflies 
on one plant in the high summer. Locally, the rare White Admiral can be seen in Apply Wood. 
In June the Mayflies danced over the pond in Haynes Park and the Dragonflies darted over the reeds. As late as 
early October a dragonfly was seen to rise from a fishpond, fairylike in the sunshine.  “ 

 Cover of 

Document 

Picture of 

the old         

Lower 

school                                               
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Haynes Village Challenge Primrose Appeal - C3 
 

During April 2001 to March 2002, the Haynes community spirit excelled itself for a local charity. One of 
our team coordinated the Bedford Hospital Charity project for a Village Challenge to raise the most 
amount of money in one year for a £2,000,000  appeal for a new Primrose Unit; a purpose built Cancer 
Care Unit.  

In that year, Haynes residents raised more than £22,000, which equated to £20 per head of population. 
Over 20 events plus individual donations contributed, with the final event in the last week being an        
Auction of Promises which raised over £7000. Nineteen villages participated and a grand total of 
£88,000 was raised. 

Haynes Village was extremely proud to win this Challenge, and later in the year, the village was                 
presented with a teak bench, donated by Sir Samuel Whitbread and a watercolour painting of                
St. Mary’s Church, painted by a renowned local artist Bernard West. This picture hangs in the Village 
Hall.  The teak bench, currently in the Children’s Play Area, is to be re-sited to our new Community  
Garden. 

The Primrose Unit became operational as a Cancer Care Unit for the people of Bedfordshire in 2003. 

All above pictures taken in March 2002  

C- Community Participation  
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 The Woodland Trust 

‘Woods on your                     

Doorstep’  - C3,A2,A5 

Sunday 15th November 1998  over 

35 residents of Haynes  ranging 

from 3 years to -  well  those who 

have bus passes! descended on 

Plummers Lane to the 2.5 acre   

site purchased by the Woodland 

Trust. In under 2 hours they                

planted approximately 800 trees. 

Members of the Woodland Trust 

who supervised the planting were 

both pleased and surprised at the 

number of people who came along 

and at the speed they worked. 

The name chosen for this wood , to 

mark the Millennium is - ‘Plummers 

Copse’ 

Vegetable patch maintained by the   

children  in  the Breakfast and After 

School Club  - June 2018 

Three photos are the areas next to the enclosed pond where the children can spend their 

break times. Enclosed pond visited under supervision to observe the wild life.  - June 2018 

C- Community Participation 

15th November 1998 

 The site Before 

planting 

1999 after 

planting 

January 2018 

June 2018 

Lower School Garden  -  C3, A3 
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• Planting additional wild flower areas in the Churchyard. 

• In the new Community Garden, create and execute planting plan for two circular beds, a shrub  
border and a wild flower area. In addition we plan to plant spring bulbs in this area. 

• Completion of hard landscaping, and painting of newly exposed wooden fence and metal rails 
around the entrance. 

• Positioning of two benches in the Garden. 

• Bulking up spring bulbs in all Ends of the village. Narcissi have been suggested, in order to extend 
the flowering period. 

• Planning for next summer’s bedding plants, including new container sites. 

• Encouraging more volunteers to become involved in community activity and maintaining the            
environment. 

 

Goals for the Future 

Artist's Impression of new Community Garden 



30 

  

Anglia in Bloom 2018 


